
New Faculty 2022



College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences

Reginald (Reggie) Byron
Sociology & Criminology
Associate Professor and Director of
Critical Race and Ethnic Studies Program

Reggie previously held a position as a Professor
of Sociology at Southwestern University, in
Georgetown, Texas. In line with Critical Race
Theory, his work exposes and critiques the
institutional manifestations of racism and
sexism in U.S. social institutions (like the
workplace, education system, the media, and
public accommodations).  

Philip Chen
Political Science
Assistant Professor

Phil previously worked at Beloit College in
southern Wisconsin in the Department of
Political Science. His research examines the
ways race, gender, and other social identities
affect American political behavior and public
opinion. He is currently writing a book about
race, gender, and trust in the federal courts.

Christy Cobb
Religious Studies
Assistant Professor

Christy is delighted to be joining the Religious
Studies department at DU after teaching at
Wingate University in North Carolina. Christy's
research focuses on issues of slavery, gender,
and sexuality in the New Testament and Early
Christianity.

Menglu Gao
English & Literary Arts
Assistant Professor

Menglu is an Assistant Professor of Victorian Literature.
She specializes in nineteenth-century British and
Anglophone literature, with research interests in
medical humanities, empire studies, Anglo-Chinese
transnational studies, and critical theory. She received
her PhD in Comparative Literary Studies from
Northwestern University.

Jessica Garrick
Sociology & Criminology
Teaching Assistant Professor

Jessica received her PhD from the University of
Michigan. She teaches classes on work,
markets, and law. She researches the social and
political construction of policies meant to
improve the lives of workers and families.
.



College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences

Xue He
Center for World Languages & Cultures
Teaching Assistant Professor

Xue received her PhD in Second Language
Acquisition from the University of Iowa in 2022.
She will be a Teaching Assistant Professor in
Chinese at DU. Her research interests are in the
second language learning of Chinese grammar
and task-based language teaching. 

Jeremy Johnson
Communication Studies
Assistant Professor

Jeremy previously worked as a postdoc at
UC Berkeley and as a lecturer at University
of the Pacific. He holds a PhD in
Communication Arts & Sciences from Penn
State. His research focuses on public
discourse and argumentation in digital
environments, especially surrounding
algorithms and data systems.

Yunying (Annie) Le
Psychology
Research Assistant Professor

Annie's research is situated at the intersection
of couple relationship health,
prevention/intervention, and research
methodology. Her goal is to develop and adapt
tailored prevention/intervention programs that
promote couples’ relationship health at
different stages across the lifespan. 

Remy Le Boeuf
Music
Assistant Professor

Remy is a 2x Grammy-nominated composer and
saxophonist whose music is rooted in the jazz
tradition and overlaps into contemporary
classical and indie-rock. He taught at the
Manhattan School of Music and the University of
South Florida. His academic interests include
jazz orchestra composition, cross-genre
collaboration, and the overlap of improvised
music and language.

Michal Lev
Languages, Literatures & Cultures
Teaching Assistant Professor

Michal is a professor of Hebrew at the
department of LL&C, CWLC, and CJS.
She received her MA in Teaching
Hebrew as a second language from
Middlebury College VT. Her specialty
and interests are effective teaching
skills and learning styles.



College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences

Runchao Liu
Media, Film & Journalism Studies
Assistant Professor

Runchao (she/they) is a media and cultural
studies scholar with a research focus on sound-
mediated cultural practices for ways they
intersect with social justice, cultural identity,
and creative activism. Before DU, Liu taught
various media theory and production courses at
the University of Wyoming and the University
of Minnesota.

Lisa Miracchi Titus
Philosophy
Assistant Professor

Lisa was previously an Associate Professor of
Philosophy with tenure at the University of
Pennsylvania, and was also affiliated with
their Cognitive Science (MindCORE) and
Robotics (GRASP) Centers. She works on
issues regarding the nature and explanation
of mind and intelligence, and the ethical
implications of AI and robotics technology.

Poupeh Missaghi
English & Literary Arts
Assistant Professor

Poupeh is a creative writer, scholar, editor,
and translator (between English and
Persian). Her debut novel trans(re)lating
house one was published in 2020 (Coffee
House Press) and her translation of Nasim
Marashi’s novel I’ll Be Strong for You in 2021
(Astra House).

Dakota Park-Ozee
Communication Studies
Assistant Professor

Dakota is a scholar of political
communication with a focus on
discourses of identity and dominant
narratives in U.S. public and political life.
These include class- and gender-based
identities across popular, press, and elite
contexts. She received her PhD from the
University of Texas at Austin.

Heidi Vuletich
Psychology
Assistant Professor

Heidi completed her PhD at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill and a postdoc at Indiana University
Bloomington. She investigates the
psychological mechanisms that
contribute to social inequalities, such
as disparities by socioeconomic status,
race, and gender.

Zoe Weiss
Music
Assistant Professor

Zoe is a musicologist and performing
musician on the viola da gamba and
Baroque cello. She recently completed her
PhD at Cornell University, writing her
dissertation about musical and material
networks in Elizabethan England. She has
taught at Cornell, Ithaca College, and the
Cornell Prison Education Program.



Daniels College of Business

Paul Harrison
Finance
Teaching Assistant Professor

Paul teaches courses for both undergraduate
and graduate students in finance and ethics.
He holds a Colorado Certified Public
Accountant license and the Certified Financial
Planner designation. He earned a Master of
Business Administration from the University
of Colorado and a Master of Taxation from the
University of Denver.

Jung Hyun Kwon
Management
Assistant Professor 

Jung is an Entrepreneurship and Strategic
Management scholar. His research interests
include strategic management of intellectual
property rights and technology-based
entrepreneurship, with particular emphasis on
value capture and creation strategies as well
as the economics of entrepreneurship. He
develops theoretical frameworks for
organizational and entrepreneurial economics
that address societal challenges. 

Jennifer Dobmeier 
Marketing
Teaching Assistant Professor

Jenny teaches and consults in the areas of
marketing, supply chain and global
business. Her professional experience
includes leadership roles in sales and
marketing, product management,
innovation, international business, and
supply chain. Jenny received a BS in Physics
from SUNY Geneseo, a MS in Engineering
from the University of Virginia and an EMBA
from DU.

Christopher Pena
Business Information & Analytics
Assistant Professor of the Practice of
Business Analytics

Christopher has nearly 20 years of experience in
higher education, with a focus on institutional
effectiveness, EDI, and data strategy. He served as
Director of Data Management at DU and Deputy
Strategy Officer at MSU Denver, and he is a national
leader in applying critical quantitative methods to
institutional research. 

Alexey (Alex)  Petkevich
Finance
Associate Professor

Alex earned his PhD in Finance from Texas A&M
University. His research interests are in asset pricing,
derivatives, and institutional investors with a specific
focus on market inefficiencies. He is originally from
Belarus and comes to DU after ten years of working
in Ohio at the University of Toledo.



Daniels College of Business

Vivek Sah
Real Estate & Construction Management
Professor and Director

Vivek is a nationally recognized expert on housing and
real estate matters and has been quoted numerous
times in various media outlets including National
Public Radio, Wall Street Journal, Globe Street and
other regional outlets. His research interests are in
housing markets and REITs and he has published in all
leading real estate journals in the U.S and U.K. He is
currently the editor of the Journal of Real Estate
Portfolio Management. Before starting here, Vivek was
the Director of the Lied Center for Real Estate at UNLV.
He received his PhD from Georgia State University.
 

John Sebesta
Entrepreneurship & Venture Management
Professor of the Practice of Entrepreneurship

John is a PhD candidate in the Executive PhD program
at DU and received his MBA from Southern Methodist
University. He blends corporate and entrepreneurship
experience in both international and domestic
contexts. John’s research interests include
entrepreneurial cognition, social entrepreneurship,
and the role of business in society.
 



Graduate School of Professional Psychology

Scarlett (Seong-In) Choi
Associate Professor
PsyD Program Director 

Scarlett previously was the Director of the Counseling
Psychology PsyD Program at Springfield College. Her
research interests include tests and measurement,
help-seeking attitudes, psychotherapy process, and
cross-cultural and multicultural issues in
psychotherapy and assessment. Dr. Choi is the
President-elect of the APA Council of Counseling
Psychology Training Programs, and a board member
of the APA Division 52 International Psychology.

Kelly Elliott
Research Assistant Professor

Kelly previously held a postdoctoral
fellowship at DU’s Graduate School of
Professional Psychology. Her research
and clinical work includes providing
direct services for in the Caring for yoU
and Baby (CUB) Clinic, meeting the needs
of at-risk children and families, and
promoting culturally competent and
developmentally targeted services for
families.

Sara Campbell
Teaching Assistant Professor

Sara is a teaching assistant professor in
the undergraduate program in
Kinesiology and Sport Studies and in the
Master of Arts in Sport Coaching. She
previously taught courses at University of
Georgia and Montana State University. Her
interests are in coaching, coach
education, and philosophy, and she is a
former soccer coach and athlete.

Karen Grabowski
Visiting Teaching Assistant Professor

Karen has previously taught at GSPP as part of her
forensic fellowship and as an adjunct faculty member.
She has worked in forensic mental health systems
throughout her training and career. Her clinical work
has involved conducting assessments and working to
improve forensic and mental health systems, and her
research interests reflect these topics. 

Breigh Jones-Coplin
Clinical Assistant Professor

Breigh previously served as an adjunct faculty
member at GSPP. She has extensive training
and experience working with athletes across
various age groups, sports and skill levels,
specifically assessing and treating a wide range
of psychological, behavioral, and interpersonal
difficulties that impact the well-being and
functioning of students and student-athletes.



Graduate School of Professional Psychology

Laura Ramzy
Clinical Associate Professor

Laura joins GSPP from Lowry Family Health
Center, where she worked as a Clinical
Psychologist. Her research interests are in the
areas of integrated care, refugee and immigrant
health, multicultural sensitivity, and diversity,
equity, and inclusion (DEI) issues within primary
care, and projects focused on DEI issues
experienced by frontline healthcare workers. 

Torrey Wilson
Professor and Dean

Torrey previously held positions as Dean at the
College of Applied Behavioral Sciences at the
University of Indianapolis and Chair of the Doctoral
Psychology Program at Adler University. He has
held faculty appointments at several universities
since 1991. His research interests are in the areas of
sexism and sexual harassment in doctoral training
programs, and the experience of marginalized
populations in group psychotherapy. He has held
leadership positions within the 
national psychology training communities.

 
 



Graduate School of Social Work

Deborah Blumenthal
Assistant Professor of the Practice of
Social Work

Deborah holds her MSW from the
University of Denver, and has been a social
work practitioner in Colorado for over 25
years. She has been affiliated with the field
education program at the University of
Denver since 2013, most recently as the
Clinical Field Manager. Her focus is on
mental wellness in youth and families.

Autumn Asher BlackDeer
Assistant Professor 

Autumn comes to us from the Brown School
at Washington University in St. Louis, where
she earned her PhD in 2022. She is a
Decolonial Indigiqueer scholar from the
Southern Cheyenne Nation. She previously
served as a Faculty Associate at the Buder
Center for American Indian Studies. Her
scholarship illuminates the impact of
structural violence on American Indian and
Alaska Native communities.

Mónica Gutiérrez 
 Assistant Professor

Mónica received her PhD from Arizona State
University, where she has served in various
senior research and instructor roles. Her
research aims to enhance the well-being of
Latinx families and communities by
identifying and addressing the impact of
systemic racism on inequitable access to
power, land, and resources.

Tyrone Hamler
 Research Assistant Professor

Tyrone is completing his PhD in social welfare at
Case Western University, and has held various
positions at Case Western University, the University
of Cincinnati, and Cincinnati State Community and
Technical College. He was a medical social worker for
seven years. His research interests include kidney
disease, chronic illness, minority aging, healthcare
decision-making, and gerontology.

Jason Lester
Clinical Assistant Professor 

 
Jason earned his doctor of social work degree from
the University of Southern California and his MSW
from the University of Denver. He has held multiple
administrative roles with various Colorado Human
Services agencies. His expertise includes child
welfare, social welfare administration, and power,
privilege, and oppression.

 



Josef Korbel School of International Studies

Debak Das
Assistant Professor

Debak’s research lies at the intersection of
international security, nuclear weapons,
diplomacy, statecraft, and international
history. Debak’s current book explores how
states develop and acquire the means of
nuclear delivery and examines the different
trajectories states have taken in developing
their nuclear forces.

 
 

Francisco Rodriguez Caballero
Rice Family Professor of the Practice of
International & Public Affairs

Francisco is an economist with decades of
experience in public service, academia, and the
private sector. His research focuses on
understanding the relationship between political
conflict and economic performance and has argued
that economic collapses can result from the
breakdown in institutions that manage political
conflict. 

 
 
 

Rachel Sigman
Assistant Professor

 
Rachel studies democracy, bureaucratic
politics, and political economy in Africa. Her
forthcoming book looks at the different ways
that politicians extract money from the state
to fund their election campaigns, and how
their different extraction strategies shape the
capacity and performance of the state’s
executive and bureaucratic institutions.

 
 
 

Kaitlyn Sims
Assistant Professor

Kaitlyn is interested in the ways that individuals
cope with uncertainty and social turbulence,
including housing insecurity, domestic violence,
incarceration, environmental health hazards, and
poverty. Her research seeks to improve our
understanding of how public policy impacts the
prevalence of these uncertainties and how
households recover from these shocks.

 
 



Yixiao Dong
Research Methods and Information Science
Assistant Professor

Yixiao is an assistant professor in the Research
Methods and Statistics program. His current
research focuses on cognitive constructs and
quantitative methodologies. Substantively, Yixiao is
interested in the developmental processes
associated with cognitive abilities and how they
impact success in STEM domains. Methodologically,
he works to develop and apply cutting-edge
quantitative techniques on complex data (e.g.,
multi-level structure, longitudinal, informative
missing data) to solve various research problems in
education and psychology. 

 
 

Michelle Knight-Manuel
Morgridge College of Education 
Professor and Dean

Michelle was a Professor at Teachers College,
Columbia University. Previously, she served as
Associate Dean and Senior Advisor to the
Provost/Dean at Teachers College, Columbia
University. Her scholarly work includes three
distinct yet complementary strands of inquiry:
college readiness and access, immigrant youth’s
civic strengths, and culturally relevant teacher
preparation and professional development.

Keiko McCullough
Counseling Psychology
Assistant Professor

Keiko graduated with a PhD in Counseling
Psychology from Indiana University
Bloomington and completed her
predoctoral internship at the University of
California, Los Angeles. Her quantitative
research explores the relationships between
media consumption and psychological and
mental health outcomes among
marginalized groups. In the qualitative
domain, Dr. McCullough examines how
psychological constructs such as identities,
attitudes, and ideologies are constructed in
and through media texts. 

 

Carrie A. Olson
Teaching & Learning Sciences 
Visiting Assistant Professor of the Practice
of Teaching & Learning

Carrie (she/her/hers/ella) taught for over 30 years
in Denver Public Schools before joining the
University of Denver as an adjunct professor in
2020. She obtained her PhD at the University of
Denver in 2016. She serves on Denver Public
Schools Board of Education. Her research
interests are in educational travel, culturally
responsive education, multilingualism, and
Holocaust and genocide studies.

 
 

Morgridge College of Education

Tim Pasternak
Counseling Psychology
Visiting Assistant Professor of the Practice of
Counseling Psychology

Timothy received his Doctorate and Master’s degrees in
Clinical Psychology from the Graduate School of
Professional Psychology at the University of Denver and is
a licensed psychologist in the state of Colorado. He
specializes in adolescent and adult psychotherapy and
psychological assessment. Dr. Pasternak’s clinical
expertise includes mindfulness, Acceptance and
Commitment Therapy, Cognitive Behavioral Therapy, and
Family Systems Therapy.

 
 



Geneva Polser
Counseling Psychology
Visiting Assistant Professor of the Practice of Counseling
Psychology 

Geneva earned her PhD in Counseling Psychology from the University
of Denver. She completed her predoctoral internship at Vanderbilt
University Counseling Center and her postdoctoral fellowship at Osher
Center for Integrative Medicine at Vanderbilt University Medical Center.
In addition, Dr. Polser has worked in schools, jails, and private practice.
Her area of clinical and research interest include trauma, clinical
hypnosis, mindfulness, Multicultural Orientation, and chronic
pain/chronic illness.

Starla Sieveke-Pearson
Educational Leadership & Policy Studies
Clinical Assistant Professor

Starla led public schools at the building and district level and
served as an adjunct instructor in both teacher and leader
preparation programs. Her areas of interest include studying
teacher professional development that leads to student
learning and the impact of school accountability on student
outcomes. 

 

Morgridge College of Education



College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Sujoy Mukherjee
Mathematics
Visiting Assistant Professor

Sujoy previously had a position at
Ohio State University. His research
areas include combinatorics, graph
theory, low dimensional topology and
algebraic structures motivated by
knot theory. 

Charlotte Aten
Mathematics
Visiting Assistant Professor

Charlotte comes from the University of
Rochester, where she completed her PhD. Her
research areas combine combinatorics,
algebra, and topology. In particular, she is
interested in the graphs/complexes/manifolds
that come from (quasi)groups. 

Fei Qi
Mathematics
Visiting Assistant Professor

Fei previously had a postdoctoral position
at the University of Manitoba. His research
area includes mathematical physics,
quantum field theory, and vertex algebras. 

Rodrigo Ribeiro
Mathematics
Visiting Assistant Professor

Rodrigo previously had post-doctoral positions
at IMPA (Instituto Nacional de Matemática Pura
e Aplicada) in Rio de Janeiro, at the Potificia
Universidad Católica de Chile and at CU Boulder.
His main research area is probability and
random graphs. 

Tristan Weber
Physics and Astronomy
Visiting Teaching Assistant Professor

Tristan previously was a post-doctoral
researcher at NASA Goddard Space Flight
Center, where he studied the influence of
planetary magnetospheres on atmospheric
evolution and habitability. He now teaches
physics and astronomy, with a focus on creating
an interactive and inclusive classroom
environment.



Daniel F. Ritchie School of Engineering and Computer Science 

Sangho Bok
Electrical & Computer Engineering
Associate Professor

Sangho received his PhD from the University of
Missouri. He has more than 15 years of experience
in academia and industry, and he received an NSF
CAREER award in 2021. His research area includes
biosensors, nanotechnology, and point-of-care
systems. 

Daniel Auger
Mechanical and Materials Engineering
Visiting Professor of the Practice of
Engineering

Daniel brings nearly 30 years of experience in
commercial research and development (R&D),
leading design teams for medical devices and
instrumentation. His most recent position was as
Distinguished Engineering Fellow and Vice
President of R&D for DePuy Synthes, Johnson &
Johnson. Dr. Auger received his PhD in
Mechanical Engineering from the University of
Leeds (UK). He earned his bachelor’s and master’s
degrees from the University of Waterloo
(Canada). Dr. Auger will be teaching in the Senior
Design capstone sequence, and in areas of ethics
and biomedical device design

Sean Connin
Computer Science
Teaching Professor

Sean graduated from the University of
Colorado, Boulder and completed a
Master of Forest Science at the Yale
School of Forestry and Environmental
Studies. He then earned a PhD in Earth
Sciences from Dartmouth College. His
research interests have included forays
into environmental modeling, stable
isotope geochemistry, paleoecology, and
climate change. 

Andrew Hannum
Computer Science
Teaching Assistant Professor

Andrew was previously Visiting Teaching Faculty
in the Department of Computer Science. His
research interests include machine learning, deep
learning, computational music, generative art,
digital signal processing, and human-computer
interaction.

Stephen Hutt
Computer Science
Assistant Professor

Stephen was previously a postdoctoral fellow at the
University of Pennsylvania. His research is at the
intersection of AI, Learning Science, and Cognitive
Science. Specifically, he uses state-of-the-art
techniques to examine the complex internal cognitive
and noncognitive processes experienced in learning.
He uses these insights to develop adaptive learning
technologies.

 



Daniel F. Ritchie School of Engineering and Computer Science 

Mindy McCarrolle
Electrical and Computer
Engineering
Visiting Professor of the Practice
of Systems Engineering

Mindy is a visiting Professor of the
Practice in the discipline of Systems
Engineering and, as Adjunct Faculty in
the Electrical and Computer
Engineering (ECE) department, she has
been teaching graduate courses in the
discipline since 2018. Her professional
passion is bringing complex, innovative
technologies to practice in the
aerospace industry. 

Irvin Jones
Electrical and Computer
Engineering
Teaching Associate Professor

Irvin received his BS in Electrical
Engineering from Stanford University; his
MS in Computer Engineering and an MS
in Computer Science from the University
of California at Santa Barbara; and his
PhD in Electrical Engineering from the
University of Colorado at Boulder. He has
many years of industry experience from
employment at IBM, Bell
Communications Research, Sony
Corporation, and Hewlett-Packard
Corporation. His interests are Embedded
Systems, Controls, Intelligent/Smart
Controls, Distributed Systems, Systems
Engineering, and RF Communication.

Alexander Stevens
Computer Science
Teaching Assistant Professor

Alex recently completed a PhD in math at the
University of Denver studying extremal graph
theory and computational geometry. He
researches pedagogies which seek to humanize
STEM.

Wojciech Kossek
Computer Science
Teaching Associate Professor

Wojciech joins the Computer Science department as a
Teaching Associate Professor after having taught at the
University of Denver since January of 2019. He taught several
courses for our Master of Science in Data Science program as
well as for the Engineering and Mathematics Departments. He
considers himself an educator and a problem solver. He enjoys
exploring interdisciplinary connections and helping students
do the same. His teaching philosophy in a nutshell is:
understand more, memorize less.



Sturm College of Law
Aurora Randolph
Visiting Assistant Professor

Aurora is a partner at ALR Civil Rights LLC
where she represents incarcerated
individuals as well as victims of state
violence and abuse. She earned her JD at
the Sturm College of Law in 2017 and
then served as Clinical Fellow in the Civil
Rights Clinic (CRC). Before starting her
own firm and joining the CRC, Aurora
was an attorney at Johnson & Klein, PLLC.
She is now a visiting assistant professor in
the CRC.

Laurent Sacharoff
Professor

Laurent joins the Sturm College of Law faculty this
year teaching criminal law, criminal procedure, and
cybercrime. He was formerly professor of law at the
University of Arkansas School of Law for 12 years.
Laurent’s research focuses on criminal procedure,
especially the history of the Fourth and Fifth
Amendments.

Elizabeth Jordan
Visiting Assistant Professor

Elizabeth’s practice focuses on advancing
human rights in the United States legal
system through trauma‐informed, cross‐
cultural representation of her clients. She has
been adjunct faculty at the law school since
January 2022, teaching Asylum Law and
Advocacy Practicum, and now joins the
faculty as visiting assistant professor in the
law school’s Immigration Law & Policy Clinic.

Julianne Cramer
Visiting Professor

Julie is a visiting professor in the law
school’s Criminal Defense Clinic. For the
past thirteen years she has been faculty at
the UCLA School of Law where she co‐
taught their Criminal Defense Clinic. In
2021, she worked on several First Step Act
cases, securing the release of two men who
were serving life sentences and had already
been incarcerated for over two decades.



University Academic Programs

Logan Middleton
Writing Program
Teaching Assistant Professor

After earning his PhD from University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign where he also served as
Assistant Director for the Center of Writing
Studies, Logan held an appointment at University
of Toronto’s New College. Logan studies
abolitionist approaches to teaching, research, and
administrative work at the crossroads of
community literacy and writing. 

Catherine (Calley) Marotta
Writing Program
Teaching Assistant Professor

Calley has taught for over 15 years, first in
primary schools, and later, as an Assistant
Professor at Utah Valley University after
earning her PhD from University of Wisconsin,
Madison. She specializes in transnational
literacy studies, labor studies, and
community-engaged methodologies and
holds a strong commitment to linguistic
justice.

Alfred Owusu-Ansah
Writing Program
Teaching Assistant Professor

Alfred earned undergraduate and
graduate degrees at the University of
Cape Coast in Ghana, where he is from.
While earning his PhD at Michigan
Technological Institute, Alfred worked
with faculty across the disciplines to
develop approaches to studying
communication and teaching practices
of engineering faculty.

Olivia Tracy
Writing Program
Teaching Assistant Professor 

Olivia earned her PhD at the University of Denver
and has taught literature and writing courses at
universities across the front range. Olivia studies
embodied rhetorics, including textual embodiments
about food and architecture, and the roles
embodiment takes in technical writing and in access
and dis/ability in classrooms and writing centers.

Nicole Turnipseed
Writing Program
Teaching Assistant Professor

Nicole joins us from the University of Toronto
Mississauga’s Institute for the Study of University
Pedagogy, a position held after earning her PhD at
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. Nicole is a
committed teacher and scholar who focuses on
understanding and supporting students’ holistic
literate development as they create and design
multimodally across disciplines.



University College

Rolfe Larson
Teaching Assistant Professor
Assistant Academic Program Director- Information and
Communications Technology and Communication
Management

Rolfe previously was a trainer, consultant, and manager for nonprofit
and mission-oriented organizations. His prior academic experience
includes teaching at the University of St. Thomas in Minneapolis. He
wrote Venture Forth! -- a book about business planning that was
endorsed by the late Paul Newman of Newman’s Own. 



University Libraries

Madison Sussmann
Exhibit Librarian
Assistant Professor

Madison is an alum of the University of Denver,
where she obtained her M.A. in Museum
Anthropology, and previously worked in several
museums, including the Houston Museum of
Nature & Science, the Smithsonian Institute’s
Center for Folklife & Cultural Heritage, and DU’s
Museum of Anthropology.

Denisse Solis
Digital Collections Librarian
Assistant Professor

Denisse has her Master’s in Library and
Information Science from Kent State. She is not
new to DU, where she was a Visiting Assistant
Professor in the University Libraries since 2018,
first as a Residency Librarian and then as the
Interim Digital Collections Librarian. Prior to
coming to DU, she worked at Florida
International University in several roles.

Lauren Turner
Residency Librarian
Visiting Assistant Professor

Lauren is an alum of the University of Denver,
having recently received her Masters of
Library Science from the Morgridge College of
Education. During her graduate studies she
worked for the Center for Art Collection Ethics
in the College of Arts, Humanities, and Social
Sciences, and in the Libraries on projects to
document student activism.

Natalia Umaña
Residency Librarian
Visiting Assistant Professor

Natalia received her M.S. in School Librarianship
from the University at Buffalo, The State University of
New York. She comes to DU from Skidmore College
where she held numerous positions in the library.
She also taught for several years working with
English Language Learners in dual language
elementary classrooms.



for edits or changes, please email provost@du.edu
 this book will be posted on the website shortly, with your modifications incorporated.


